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RELEASE  OF  1991-DATED  LITAS  BANKNOTES  DELAYED  BY 
PRINTING  DEFECTS.  BANK  PRESIDENT  BALDISIS  REMOVED 

FROM  office',  but  IS  LATER  REINSTATED. 


A political  scandal  has 
occurred  within  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  and  the  Lithuanian 
government  regarding  the  printing 
of  the  Litas  banknotes,  which 
contributed  to  the  removal  of 
bank  president  Valdisis  (he  was 
later  reinstated). 

In  a political  struggle 
between  the  bank  and  the  government 
the  release  of  the  Litas  has 
again  been  delayed,  although  the 
notes  have  been  printed.  It  was 
discovered  during  an  inpsection 
process  that  about  1.2°/(  of  the 
notes  were  defective.  It  was  not 
revealed  what  the  defects  were, 
but  the  defects  could  be  noticed 
by  bankers.  At  this  point  we 
guess  that  perhaps  the  print  was 
not  sharp,  or  some  security 
threads  were  missing  in  the 
paper.  The  Estonian  government 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  quality 
of  the  U.S.  Banknote  Company  that 
it  went  elsewhere  to  get  its 
Kroon  printed.  The  Bank  of  Lithua- 
nia however,  stayed  with  the 
firm. 

Obverse  designs  of  the  notes 
have  been  released,  and  we  are 
describing  each  denomination, 
illustrated  on  the  right.  All 
notes  appear  to  be  the  same  size. 

This  issue  of  The  Knight  we 
are  featuring  numerous  articles 
printed  in  Lithuania  dealing  with 
the  scandal  and  related  economic/ 
political  problems.  Read  these 
and  judge  for  yourself.  We  want 
to  keep  our  LNA  members  informed! 

Special  thanks  to  Ignas 
Ropininkas  of  Kaunas  for  keeping 
us  supplied  with  articles,  and  to 
our  LNA  translator,  Aleksandras 
Radzius. 
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DESIMt;, 


The  above  photograph  of  the  new  199T-dated  Litas  banknotes  shows  vari- 
ous 19th  and  20th  century  Lithuanian  heroes  portrayed  on  the  obverse  side. 

10  Litu:  Steponas  Darious  (1896-1933),  and  Stasys  Girenas  (1896-1933), 
early  aviators  who  flew  across  the  Atlantic  in  "Lituanica,"  which  crashed  in 
Germany,  short  of  their  goal  (Kaunas).  Steponas  Darius  was  a U.S.  World  War 
I veteran  having  served  as  a telephone  operator  with  the  lA9th  Field  Artil- 
lery Regiment,  a member  of  the  A2nd  Rainbow  Division.  Stasys  Girenas,  origin- 
ally born  Girskis,  later  changed  his  last  name  to  Girch,  then  to  Girenas. 
Also  a U.S.  World  War  I veteran,  having  served  with  the  136  airborne  squadron 
as  a mechanic. 

20  Litu:  Mcironis,  pen  name  of  Jonas  Maciulis  (1862-1932),  Catholic 
priest,  scholar,  patriot.  Received  PhD.  in  theology  from  the  theological 
Academy  of  St.  Petersburg  in  1892.  Wrote  many  great  Lithuanian  poems  and 
songs. 

50  Litu:  Jonas  Basanavicius  (1851-1927).  Scholar,  historian,  patriot. 
Called  the  "Father  of  the  Lithuanian  National  Movement."  First  signer  of  the 
1918  Declaration  of  Indepenence.  Medical  doctor  having  served  as  palace 
physician  for  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Bulgaria  before  returning  to  Lithuania. 
Editor  of  "Ausra"  (The  Dawn),  an  early  Lithuanian  newspaper. 

100  Litu:  Simonas  Daukantas  (1793-186A),  Scholar,  historian,  patriot. 
Received  Master  of  Philosophy  Degree  from  the  University  of  Vilnius  in  182A. 
Wrote  first  Lithuanian  language  history  of  Lithuania. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  6.. 


IT  WAS  PLANNED  TO  INTRODUCE  THE  LITAS 

AUGUST  I 

Gediminas  Vagnorius,  one  of  the  three  members  of 
the  Litas  Committee  saidin  an  interview  with  BNS  that 
it  was  planned  to  introduce  the  Litas  on  August  1. 
"That  we  will  note  be  able  to  do  that  is  the  result  of 
the  lack  of  technical  preparation,  with  the  primary  one 
jeing  the  inability  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  to  have 
the  notes  ready,"  he  said. 

G.  Vagnorius  confirmed  the  information,  that  the 
conclusions  commission  of  experts  on  the  quality  of  the 
Litas  notes  "are  not  encouraging."  In  his  opinion,  it 
is  a shame  that  the  first  quality  control  inspection 
was  performed  only  now.  He  said  that  the  inspeciton 
results  will  be  turned  over  to  the  President  of  the 
parliament,  V.  Landsbergis.  G.  Vagnorius  remined  us 
that  after  their  quality  control  inspection,  the  Eston- 
ians dismissed  the  services  of  the  U.S.  Banknote  Corpor- 
ation. Lithuania  should  have  done  the  same.  "It  appears 
that  there  were  conscious  efforts  to  hinder.  We  cannot 
guarantee  that  certain  offices  did  not  contribute  to 
that,"  G.  Vagnorius  noted. 

G.  Vagnorius  forwarded  the  information  that  the 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  extended  that 
contract  for  the  printing  of  the  Litas  notes  "even  to 
the  end  of  this  year,"  when  the  printing  of  the  notes 
is  actually  coming  to  the  end. 

G.  Vagnorius  thinks  that  now  we  must  introduce 
our  own  currency.  "We  would  like  to  have  the  Litas 
introduced  by  September  1.  I trust  that  the  Government 
and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  will  do  everything  that  will 
insure  that  this  is  accomplished  successfully,"  he  said 
in  the  interview  with  the  BNS.  G.  Vagnorius  thinks  that 
Russia's  stopping  of  making  payments  to  Lithuania  is 
not  a action.  According  to  him,  "It  is  the  result  of 
the  lack  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  Russians  to 
implement  the  wishes  of  their  president." 

(The  above  article  is  from  TIESA  (Truth)  No. 

137,  (l't890). 

THE  SCANDALOUS  HISTORY  OF  THE  MANU- 
FACTURE OF  LITHUANIAN  CURRENCY:  LAST 
INTERVIEW  WITH  G.  VAGNORIUS  WITH 

ONLY  MINUTES  LEFT  UNTIL  HE  RESIGNS 

(From  LIETUVOS  RYTAS  [Lithuania's  Morning]  No.  156 
July  15,  1992.) 

The  former  Prime  Minister  said  yesterday  in 
parliament  that  the  Government  was  ready  to  intoduce 
the  Litas.  Yesterday,  the  Lietuvos  Rytas  published 
information  about  the  inspection  of  the  Litas  which 
showed  that  the  introduction  was  not  possible  any  time 
in  the  near  future,  due  to  the  unacceptable  bills  which 
must  be  removed  and  replaced.  Is  not  the  Prime  Minister 
not  aware  of  the  Litas  Inspection  Commission  Report? 
■'aybe  he  did  not  read  our  publication?  Gediminas  Vagnor- 
us  replied  to  these  questions  to  Brone  Vainauskiene  by 

felephone: 


GV:  I saw  the  Litas  Inspection  Commission  Report;  I also 
read  your  publication. 

BV:  Does  that  mean  that  our  information  is  incorrect? 

GV:  It  does  contain  alot  of  truth.  There  is  a problem 
with  the  quality  of  the  Litas,  but  I think  that  they  can  be 
removed. 

BV:  We  think,  that  everything,  which  we  wrote  is  the 
truth  and  we  know  even  more.  We  would  like  to  know  where 
eLietuvos  Rytas  was  in  error. 

GV:  There  is  one  error,  you  wrote  that  the  government  re- 
presentative did  not  sign  the  report.  The  representative  was 
not  authoried  to  sign.  However,  I myself  signed  the  Litas 
Quality  Inspection  Report. 

BV:  Let  us  return  to  the  problem  of  the  quality  of  the 
Litas.  Does  that  mean  that  they  ar  not  that  great  and  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  Litas  by  August 
1? 

GV:  What  I meant  was,  that  the  government  was  prepared 
to  introduce  the  Litas.  Up  to  that  time,  the  government  did 
what  it  was  responsible  for,  but  for  the  quality  assurance  of 
the  Litas,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  was  responsible.  We  have 
sent  an  inquiry  to  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  with  respect  to  the 
conclusions  of  the  Inspection  Commission.  We  are  waiting  for 
a response  as  to  how  the  Bank  views  the  conclusions  of  the 
experts  and  how  long  it  will  take  to  correct  the  defects  and 
to  solve  other  problems. 

BV:  Don't  you  think  that  the  report  could  be  ignored? 
Maybe  the  deputies  don't  know  anything  about  it? 

GV:  I don't  think  so.  I have  spoken  to  the  deputies 
about  it.  They  know  the  basic  problems. 

[There  is  a slight  pause  in  the  telephone  receiver.  Just 
at  that  momemt  a count  was  being  made  of  a secret  ballot 
regarding  the  resignation  of  the  Prime  Minster.] 

You  can  congratulate  me.  A radio  announcement  from  the 
Parliament  was  just  made  that  I a relieved. 

BV:  Congratulations!  And  how  do  you  feel? 

GV:  Like  a free  man.  Don't  think  that  I am  glad  bacause 
I wanted  to  remove  myself  from  the  difficulties  which  are 
current  and  which  will  be  upon  us  in  the  near  future. 

BV:  It  is  said  that  you  are  the  richest  person  in  Lithua- 
nia and  that  the  government  post  was  lucrative  for  you. 

GV:  I would  take  that  as  a joke,  but  I'm  afraid  people 
will  think  that  I reallydid  gain  something.  If  I really  did 
profit,  everybody  would  have  known  it  long  ago.  Maybe  you  can 
imagine  hoe  carefully  each  of  my  actions  was  analyzed.  I 
tried  to  insure  the  people  closest  to  the  Government  were 
clean  and  that  there  would  not  be  a basis  for  them  to  be 
compromised. 

BV:  how  will  you  greet  the  person,  who,  maybe  tomorrow, 

will  occupy  your  post?  . ...  . . 

GV:  If  he  will  be  an  intelligent  person,  I will  try  to 

help  him.  — — — — — — — 

HEARD  FROM  VILNIUS,  Dirva,  August  27,  1992 

The  Parliament  had  voted  that  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania  are  relieved.  However,  the  bank  president  was 
permitted  to  present  candidates  for  the  new  directors.  So  it 
turns  out  that  the  same  Parliament  again  confirmed  the  same 
president  (Baldisis)  and  all  the  old  bank  directors.  But  it 
did  obtain  a promise  from  them  that  they  will  implement  the 
financial  directives  of  the  government.  Looking  at  it  from 
the  outside  and  not  knowing  all  the  motives  of  the  dismissals 
and  the  reappointments,  the  whole  matter  is  a series  of 
question  marks.  [SEE  EARLIER  ARTICLE  ON  PAGE  A...] 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 


3. 


RAINIAI  MARTYR'S  CHAPEL  MEDAL 


Rainiki  Martyr's  Chapel  Medal 
Designer:  Petras  Gihtalas 
Size:  50  mm.  diameter 
Metal:  Nifckel  (?) 

This  month  we  are  featur- 
ing a contemporary  medal 
made  ih  Lithuania  which 
would  not  have  been  possible 
a few  years  ago.  The  medal 
is  a memorial  to  those  who 
were  massacred  by  the  Comm- 
unists ih  19A1  durihg  the 
time  of  mass  deportations. 

OBVERSE:  On  the  obverse 
is  depibted  the  Martyr's 
Chapel  located  at  Raihiai. 
According  to  the  Encyclopedia 
Lituani'a,  (p.  A29): 

"...local  Communists, 

assisted  by  re  treating  Soviet 
functionaries  and  Russian 
soldiers,  massacred  73  prisioners 
moved  from  Telsiai  prisibn  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Russo- 
German  war  ih  19A1.  On  June 
2A,  19A1,  after  a lists  of 

inmates  had  been  drawn  up, 
for  ditches  were  dug  ih  the 
grove;  on  the  same  ni^ht  the 
prisoners  were  transported  by 
truck  to  the  grove  and  tortured 
to  death.  To  obliterate  the 
victims'  screams,  they  were 
gagged  with  rags  and  rop  or 
bridled  like  horses.  Having 
completed  their  deed,  the 
executioners  withdrew  with 
the  Red  army  to  Russih." 

"On  June  23,  the  Nazis 
invaded  Telsiai  and  found  the 
list  of  the  73  condemned 
prisoners  in  the  warden's 
office.  One  of  the  cells  discl- 
osed a bowl  engraved  with  an 
emotibnal  ihscription,  13 
names,  and  a date  of  June 
2A.  The  corpses  in  the  grove 
were  unearthed  on  June  28.... 
They  were  disembowelled, 
their  skih  was  stripped  off, 
eys  gouged  out,  brains  splat- 
tered, ears  torn  off.  tongues 
cut  out,  throats  racked  with 
bayonets.  The  victims  included 
officers  and  civil  servants  of 
the  independent  Lithuania, 
policemen,  teachers,  farmers, 
youth  leaders,  and  teenagers. 


After  being  discovered  and  examihed,  they  were  giVen  a decent 
burial  ih  a common  grave,  but  ih  ihdiVidual  coffins  at  the  cemetery 
of  Telsiai.  Data  on  the  massacre  was  collected  and  immediately 
published  in  the  periodical.  The  Samogitian  Land." 

The  legend  on  the  obverse  states,  "RAINIU  KANKINIU 
KOPLYCIA,"  meanihg  "Rainiai  Martyr's  Chapel." 

REVERSE:  Shown  is  Christ  and  Mary,  with  names  of  numer- 
ous persons.  At  the  bottom  are  the  initials  of  the  designer,  P.  G. 
The  final  lihes  bear  the  inscription,  "19A1  METAI  BIRZELIO  2A  d. 
ZIAURIAI  NUKANKINTI  BOLSEVIZMO  MISKELYSE  PRIE  TELSIU," 
meanihg,  "Cruelly  tortured  by  the  Bolsheviks  ih  the  forest  near 
Telsiai  June  2A,  19A1." 

With  a magnifying  glass,  we  have  decifered  each  name  on 
this  sobering  medal  as  follows:  J.  ANTANAVICIUS,  A.  ANTANAVIC- 
lUS,  J.  ANTANAVICIUS,  L.  BACHMANAS,  S.  BALSEVICIUS,  A. 
BALTRAMIEJUNAS,  J.  BEIMACIUS,  K.  BUCIUS,  J.  BUMBLYS,  S. 
BUBELE,  A.  BUTKEVICIUS,  A.  CIUZAS,  A.  CIURINSKAS,  J.  DAU- 
SKA,  S.  DAKNEVICIUS,  A.  DIBISTERIS,  V.  GAILIUS,  A.  GAUDUTIS, 
K.  GALDIKAS,  H.  GLAZAUSKAS,  I.  GELZINIS,  P.  GUZAUSKAS,  J. 
JABLONSKIS,  J.  JAKSTAS,  A.  JAGMINAS,  A.  JANKAUSKAS,  S. 
JOCYS,  K.  KATKUS,  P.  KARDELIS,  V.  KAVECKAS,  P.  KAVOLIUS, 
B.  KAVOLIUS,  P.  KAZLAUSKAS,  B.  KORZA,  B.  KRIZINAUSK AS. 
K.  KIZEVICIUS,  J.  KVEDARAS,  L.  KUSA,  M.  LENGVINAS,  V. 
LILEIKIS,  M.  LONGINAS,  P.  LUKAUSKAS,  L.  MALAKAUSKAS,  P. 
MASKOLENKA,  V.  MOTUZAS,  A.  MONTVYDAS,  J.  MILIUS,  M. 
NORVAISA,  L.  PAKALINSKIS,  Z.  PAR AFIONAVICIUS,  K.  PAULAUS- 
KAS,  V.  PABARCIUS,  V.  PETRONAITIS,  K.  PUSKORIUS,  A.  RAKAS, 
J.  RAKAS,  J.  RUDOKAS,  A.  RUDOKAS,  Z SAKELIS,  A SIMUTIS, 
J SIMUTIS,  F.  STUKAS,  V.  SUNGAILA,  C.  SALKAUSKAS,  E.  SALC- 
lUS,  Z.  SAKENIS,  J.  SLEINIUS,  Z.  TARVAINIS,  J.  TELSINSKAS,  J. 
TRUSKA,  J.  VINCIUS,  P.  VILCINSKAS,  H.  ZVIRZDINAS. 

Do  any  of  our  LNA  members  recognilze  the  names  of  any 
relatives  on  thiS  medal?  This  medal  is  certainly  a testimony  of 
the  savage  deeds  of  the  Communists  in  Lithuania,  and  those  who 
died  fighting  for  Lithuania's  freedom. 

The  designer  of  the  medal,  Petras  Gintalas,  also  designed 
the  Cathedral  of  Vilnius  medal  with  the  Archbishop  Matulaitis  and 
St.  Casimir  obverses. 


V. 


WHO  WILL  DARE  MAKE  PUBLIC  THE  SECRET  OF  THE  16  PAGE  LITAS  INSPECTION  REPORT? 


(Fpoh  Lietuvos  Rytas,  No.  135  (570),  Tuesday  July 
1992). 

According  to  our  information,  in  the  presence  of 
foreigners,  a quality  assurance  inspeciton  of  the  Litas 
was  performed  at  the  Judicial  Commission  Institute.  The 
16  page  commission  report  was  printed  in  triplicate  and 
presented  to  representatives  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  and 
the  government,  who  refused  to  sign  it.  The  report  is 
considered  to  be  a state  secret  and  it  is  not  clear  if 
its  contents  will  be  open  for  review  by  the  deputies  of 
the  Supreme  Council,  the  General  Prosecutors  Office,  or 
if  it  will  be  admitted  to  the  public  how  much  more  it 
will  have  to  pay  for  the  Litai,  before  they  can  finally 
be  introduced. 

Lietuvos  Rytas  knows  quite  a bit  about  the  Litas 
notes,  but  we  are  not  ready  to  write  that  which  is  actual- 
ly a secret.  However,  the  quality  of  the  currency  is  a 
secret  only  as  long  as  it  lays  in  a bank  safes.  When  they 
are  issued,  the  secret  will  be  known  by  all  who  are  able 
to  perceive  it.  It  is  our  belief  that  it  is  in  Lithuania's 
interest  that  the  defective  Litai  be  removed  and  replaced 
with  new  ones. 

Lithuania's  prestige  will  not  suffer  from  that.  The 
only  lost  of  authority  will  be  on  the  part  of  those 
individuals  who  were  not  able  to  perform  the  duties  that 
were  given  them. 

THe  only  question  now  is:  which  of  the  three  members 
of  the  Litas  Commission  will  have  the  courage  to  say  what 
happened  and  to  evaluate  the  damage  done.  Maybe  G.  Vagnor- 
ius  will  do  that  before  leaving  his  leadership  post  in 
the  government?  Maybe  the  Chairman  of  the  Supreme  Council 
V.  Landsbergis  will  remember  that  in  January,  when  Lietuv- 
os Rytas  spike  out  about  the  scandalous  history  of  the 
manufacture  of  the  Litas,  he  told  the  journalists  that 
"for  the  litas,"  we  blame  the  Lithuanian  people. 

If  we  became  concerned  about  the  Litas  in  January, 
maybe  we  would  not  be  experiencing  the  losses  we  are 
experiencing  now. 

We  do  not  want  to  see  the  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  V.  Baldisis,  crucified,  although  now  it  is 
clear  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  blame  for  the  delay 
in  the  introduction  of  the  Litas  and  for  their  quality 
belongs  to  him,  since  it  was  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  which 
issued  letters  of  credit  which  essentially  changed  the 
contract  between  the  Government  and  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
and  the  U.S.  Banknote  Corporation.  The  letters  of  credit 
from  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  placed  the  matters  of  regulat- 
ing the  whole  manufacturing  process,  quality  control,  and 
financing  of  the  Litas  with  the  U.S.  Banknote  corporation. 

According  to  our  information,  an  attempt  will  be 
made  to  place  the  responsibility  for  the  quality  of  the 
Litas  on  the  former  Foreign  Economics  Liaison  Department 
General  Director  Rimantas  Purtulis.  That  means,  that 
again  the  rail  switcher  is  held  responsible.  R.  Purtulis, 
has,  for  a while  now,  not  had  the  right  to  represent 
Lithuania  with  the  firm  in  the  matter  of  the  printing  of 
the  Litas. 

Disregarding  this,  the  commission  of  deputies  was  guided 
by  his  "memoranda"  when  they  were  investigating  the 
delayed  printing  of  the  litas.  A number  of  representatives 


even  asked,  "What  is  R.  Purtulis's  field  of  expertise  of 
and  of  who  does  he  represent?"  Meanwhile,  a real  expert 
on  currency,  Australian-Lithuanian  Kestutis  Linkas,  who 
even  before  Independence  was  proclaimed  a consultant  for 
the  manufacturing  of  the  Litas,  was  removed  from  that 
work  at  the  time  when  his  expertise  was  most  necessary. 
Vladas  Terleckas, professor  Stasys  Uosis  and  others  became 
consultants  to  the  bank.  And  we  see  what  became  of  that. 

If  we  are  to  be  guided  by  the  interests  of  Lithuania, 
the  16  page  Litas  Inspection  Commission  Report  will  not 
be  destroyed,  but  the  defect  in  the  Litas  will  be  correc- 
ted and  it  will  be  made  public  how  much  this  will  cost. 

A couple  of  months  ago,  a small  announcement  was 
published  in  the  Lietuvos  Rytas  that  our  neighbors  the 
Estonians  cancelled  their  contract  with  the  firm  which 
was  printing  the  Litai,  and  picked  another  firm  to  print 
the  Kroon.  Later  we  printed  a longer  article  in  which  the 
former  president  of  the  Bank  of  Estonia  detailed  the 
reasons  for  which  another  firm  was  selected  to  print  the 
Kroon. 

That  was  a hint  that  it  would  be  worth  while  to 
worry  about  the  quality  of  the  Litas  also.  However, 
neither  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  nor  the  Commission  of 
Deputies  charged  with  investigating  banking  issuespaid 
any  attention  to  it.  V.  Baldisis's  version  that,  "technic- 
ally," the  presparations  for  the  introductions  of  the 
Litas  were  all  ready  as  long  ago  as  the  end  of  last  year. 
The  information  from  Lietuvos  Rytas  sources  was  ignored 
that,  at  that  time,  only  three  or  four  of  the  eleven 
shipments  of  the  Litas  were  delivered. 

Now  it  is  clear  that,  neither  then  or  now,  was  it 
possible  to  introduce  the  Litas,  also,  due  to  the  question 
of  its  quality,  the  last  delivery  of  the  Litas  was  not 
received.  Maybe  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  will  not  accept 
them  without  an  inspection. 

In  the  last  couple  of  days,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
and  the  government  has  given  the  deputies  a new  headache 
concerning  the  issuance  of  credit.  And  again  a majority 

of  the  deputies  are  inclined  to  support  the  opinion  of 
the  Bank,  that  the  issuance  of  credit  is  detrimental  to 
Lithuania.  Again,  teh  Council  is  basing  itself  on  their 
"consultants,"  i.e.  deputies  who  are  with  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania. 

Lietuvos  Rytas  does  not  hide  the  fact  that  we  are 
advised  by  free  people  who  are  working  in  commercial 
banks.  In  the  history  of  the  Litas,  they  will  prove  to 
have  been  correct.  Maybe  even  on  this  issue,  we  will  be 
able  to  discuss  it  with  them.  Brone  Vainauskiene. 


"HEARD  FROM  VILNIUS"  COLUMN  IN 
"OIRVA,"  August  13,  1992  pg.  2: 

On  the  matter  of  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Lithu- 
ania, the  previously  faulted  Prime  Minister  G.  Vagnorius 
and  the  current  Prime  Minister  Alexander  Abisala  were 
under  consideration  by  the  Supreme  Council  on  August  4, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  president  of  the  Bank  [Baldi- 
sis] and  whole  board  of  directors  are  relieved  of  their 
duties.  A new  governing  board  will  be  proposed  without 
delay  and  it  will  be  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Council. 


GOVERNMENT  IS  BRINGING  CHARGES  AGAINST 
THE  BANK  OF  LITHUANIA 

From  TKSA  (Truth)  July  15,  1992  No.  136 

It  has  officially  ben  announced  that  the  Government 
of  Lithuania  has  turned  over  to  the  General  Prosecutors 
Office  for  prosecution  "material  concerning  gross  viola- 
tions and  disregard  of  the  law"  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

Official  Government  information  states,  among  other 
things,  that  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  "systematically  and 
wilfully  did  implement  or  in  other  ways  violated  the  laws 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  and  the  directives  of  the 
government"  with  respect  to  the  regulation  of  credit, 
monetary  policy  and  accounting  of  commercial  department. 
THe  Bank  is  also  accused  of  postponing  the  contract  for 
the  printing  of  the  Litas  notes  for  a year  and  of  inadequ- 
ately organizing  the  printing  of  the  Litas  and  the  Talonas 
notes  and  the  associated  regulatory  responsibilities  (for 
this  reason  that  the  Litas  could  not  be  introduced  at 
this  time),  and  of  hiding  interest  on  millions  of  Govern- 
ment funds  set  aside  for  the  Litas  notes. 

As  is  known.  Prime  Minister  G.  Vagnorius  on  a 
number  of  occasions  was  very  critical  of  the  work  of  the 
General  Prosecutor’s  work.  The  General  Prosecutor,  on  his 
part,  criticized  the  Prime  Minister  for  directives  which 
violated  existing  laws.  BNS. 

A BON-VOYAGE:  THE  DROUGHT,  DOLLARS 
AND  COMPLAINTS  BY  ECONOMISTS  AGAINST 
3 CLOSED  SHARE  CORPORATIONS 

From  Lietuvos  Rytas,  July  18,  1992. 

Yesterday  at  noon  the  members  of  the  government  and 
ministers  said  good-bye  to  G.  Vagnorius.  Leaders  of 
public  organizations  and  representatives  of  political 
organizations  and  representatives  of  political  movements 
were  invited  to  the  humble  ceremony.  Former  associates 

presented  G.  Vagnorius  with  a painting  and  expresed  a 
hope  that  he  will  continue  to  be  active  in  political 
life.  G.  Vagnorius  answered  that  for  now  he  is  going  on 
vacation.  However,  he  does  hope  for  rain  for  the  farmers. 

Rain  was  never  a problem  in  Lithuania.  However, 
this  year  it  unexpectedly  became  a political  issue. 
Yesterday  the  BNS  agency  tried  to  find  an  answer  to  the 
paradoxical  question:  Will  the  drought  doom  the  Litas? 
Since,  according  to  BNS,  Lithuania  needs  about  half  a 
billion  U.S.  dollars  to  cover  the  damages  from  the  drought. 
According  to  bankers  and  financiers,  the  same  amount  is 
required  to  stablize  the  Litas. 

However,  the  fund  to  stablize  the  Lita  is  not  the 
only  obstacle  in  its  introduction.  Other  economic  condit- 
ions are  required.  An  attempt  was  made  by  independent 
expers  Juoas  Kabasinskas  and  Eugenijus  Maldeikis,  by  the 
Director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Stasys  Uosis,  by  econo- 
mist J.  Veselka  and  by  the  well  known  activist  of  the 
Freedom  League,  Antanas  Terleckas  to  explain  them  to 
correspondents  meeting  at  the  Journal  Association. 

J.  Kabasinskas  said  that  it  was  not  possible  until 
now  to  solve  the  economic  problems  because  three  private 
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share  corporations,  the  Government,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
and  the  Parliament  could  not  find  a common  ground  amongst 
themselves  for  discussions  and  effective  work. 

J.  Veselka's  opinion  was  that  the  incorrect  economic 
reform  strategy  was  chosen.  The  economic  reform  in  Lithua- 
nia should  have  started  with  the  introductin  of  the 
Litas. 

Professor  S.  Uosis  said  that  the  Government  did  not 
sufficiently  understand  economic  transactions,  i.e.  how 
the  banking  and  finance  system  was  implementing  an  infla- 
tionary policy.  And  that,  in  his  opinion,  destroyed  the 
economic  condition  necessary  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Litas. 

Lietuvos  Rytas  which  for  half  ayear  has  been  analy- 
zing the  problems  in  the  printing  of  the  Litas,  asked 
Director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  Stasys  Uosis,  of  what 
value  are  the  conditions  for  the  introduction  of  the 
Litas  when  the  banknotes  themselves  are  not  available? 
Does  Mr.  Uosis  still  believe  that  "technically"  the  Litas 
could  have  been  introduced  even  at  the  end  of  last  year? 
The  member  of  the  governing  body  of  the  BAnk  of  Lithuania 
answered  that  he  does  not  know  all  the  details  about  the 
Litas. 

The  collegues  were  then  shown  a document  which 
showed  that  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  delayed  the  printing  of 
the  Litas  notes  till  the  end  of  1992.  And  the  report  of 
the  Litas  Quality  Control  Commission  is  obvious  proof 
that  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  did  not  concern  itself  in  time 
with  the  quality  of  the  Litas  notes  and  because  of  that, 
Lithuania  will  suffer  a considerable  expsense.  Brone 
Vainauskiene. 

WILL  THE  DROUGHT  UNDERMINE  THE 
LITAS? 

(Article  dated  July  18,  1992) 


Reckoning  in  international  terms,  Lithuania  would 
need  over  half  a billion  US  dollars  to  cover  all  the 
damage  the  drought  has  produced.  To  achieve  a stable 
Litas,  according  to  bankers  and  financiers,  there  must 
also  be  at  least  a half-billion  US  dollar  reserve.  Will 
the  drought  hinder  in  the  timely  and  successful  introduct- 
ion of  our  own  currency? 

The  Deputy  to  the  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
Edmundas  Zukauskas  says  that  the  drought  will  not  have  a 
direct  influence  in  the  introduction  of  the  Litas.  The 
500  million  dollar  reserve  is  an  ideal  condition,  which 
probably  will  not  be  achieved.  "We  have  to  introduce  the 
Litas  even  without  having  the  whole  reserve"  in  the 
opinion  of  E.  Zukauskas.  "On  the  other  hand,"  he  says, 
undoubtedly  productionw  ill  be  decreased  because  of  the 
drought,  the  budget  will  have  less  revenue,  which  means 
that  there  is  an  even  lesser  possibility  of  accumulating 
the  required  reserve." 

"The  drought  will  undermine  not  the  Litas  itself, 

but  western  aid  to  our  industry  and  also  the  aid  for 

stabilizing  the  Litas,"  said  Finance  Minister  Elvyra  Kune- 

viciene  to  the  BNS  correspondent.  She  also  thinks,  that 

the  timing  of  theintroduction  should  not  be  affected. 

However  she  admits,  that  at  first  the  Litas  will  not  be  a 

strong  currency.  r i,.  . r 

^ Continued  on  page  6;  see  DROUGHT. 


DESIGNS 


SEARCHING  FOR  THE  LITAS  WHICH  WAS  NOT  LOST 


(Continued  from  page  1 — ) 


(Fro*  LIETUVOS  AIDAS  [Lithuania's  Echo]  io-  14Z  (6100)  July  23,  1992) 


900  LITU:  Vincas  Kudirka 
(1898-189Q),  Medical  doctor,  patriot, 
editor  of  an  early  Lithuanian  news- 
paper, "Varpas."  (The  Bell)  Author  of 
the  Lithuanian  National  Anthem,  which 
was  first  published  in  Varpas  in 
September  1898. 

1,000  Litu:  Mikolas  Konstanti- 
nas  Ciurlionis  (1851-1911).  Avant- 
garde  abstract  painter,  pianist, 
composer.  Well  known  by  his  artistic 
contemporaries  in  Vilnius,  Warsaw  and 
St.  Petersburg. 

DROUGHT... 

(Continued  from  page  5...) 

Vytenis  Aleskaitis,  Minister  of 
International  Economic  Relations 
links  the  Litas  and  the  drought 
issues  with  subsidies.  In  his  opinion, 
Lithuania  will  have  a hard  time 
introducing  the  Litas  and  obtaining 
western  aid  if  it  continues  to 
increase  subsidies—starting  with 
the  electricity  production  and 
ending  with  the  social  programs. 
"Even  in  a drought,  the  economy  will 
be  strong,  if  prices  continue  to  be 
unregulated  and  subsidies  are  decrea- 
sed," said  the  minister.  However, 
the  drought,  in  V.  Aleskaitis' 
opinion,  will  make  the  introduction 
of  the  Litas  harder.  BNS. 


B A L T I C A 

P.O.  BOX  66882 
SEATTLE.  WA 

98166  USA 

has  Talonas  notes  for  sale 
and  other  new  Baltic  phila- 
telic and  numismatic  material. 

Write  for  the  latest 
price  list  and  mention  the 
LNA. 

(paid  ad) 


For  a long  time,  it  was  said  in  official  circles  that  everything  is  OK 
and  it  will  be  better  in  the  future.  I do  not  want  it  to  happen  that  if  you 
should  meet  me  on  the  street,  you  would  complain:  "Why  were  you  silent?"  The 
current  situation  must  be  discussed. 

This  is  what  was  discussed  by  the  director  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
Vilius  Baldisis,  with  journalists  the  day  before  yesterday.  One  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Bank,  K.  Ratkevicius,  reminded  us  of  some  figures. 

On  July  1,  according  to  all  balance  sheets  of  banks  in  the  Republic 
(commercial  and  state),  there  were  46.5  billion  rubles.  56.8  billion  rubles 
were  spent.  According  to  F.  Ratkevicius,  this  happened  because  part  of  the 
money,  which  was  spent  in  Lithuania,  was  used  to  buy  foreign  goods.  Over  11 
billion  rubles  were  paid  to  Russia. 

As  for  credits,  as  of  July  1,  33-2  billion  rubles  were  paid  out  for 
short  term  loans  and  2.6  billion  for  long  term  loans.  Compared  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  short  term  loans  increased  by  22.5  billion  rubles;  long  term 
loans,  by  0.5  billion  rubles.  As  of  January  1,  thre  was  a shortage  of  2.8 
billion  rubles  for  credit,  as  of  April  1,  4.9  billion  rubles.  July  1—10.3 
billion  rubles. 

J.  Ousevicius  (member  of  the  Bank's  Board  of  Directors):  "Some  journal- 
ists are  still  amazed  with  the  Estonian  Kroon.  We  bankers,  know  that  they  made 
a mistake.  Even  the  Estonians  themselves  are  saying  that  it  was  not  the'  time 
to  introduce  the  Kroon.  Why?  Treaties  of  exchange  were  not  made  withother 
countries  that  still  use  the  ruble.  As  of  June  20,  currency  exchange  and  trade 
stopped,  even  with  Lithuania.  They  will  not  give  us  Kroon,  nor  we  exchange 
rubles  with  them.  Currency  exchange  must  be  coordinated,  discussed. 

Prices  rose  20%.  THe  Lita  must  be  introduced  in  Lithuania  in  two  stages. 
First,  equivalent  to  rubles  must  be  introduced.  Only  after  the  market  has 
stabilized,  go  to  the  Litas.  This  is  also  the  recommendation  of  the  IMF  and 
foreign  banking  specialists.  We  trade  not  with  the  west,  but  with  the  east.  We 
must  have  had  previous  trade  negotiations  with  them." 

Lietuvos  Aidis  correspondent  V.  Baldisis  asked  what  major  changs  could 
be  expected  from  the  new  Prime  Minister  Mr.  A.  Abisala.  His  response  was  that 
a review  of  the  Bank's  Directors  will  be  demanded. 

"Of  course,  I heard  what  minister  A.  Abisala  was  saying.  It  is  not  the 
worst  thing  possible,  if  the  BAnk  Director  is  replaced.  What  is  more  important 
is  what  economic  policy  will  be  followed  in  the  future.  I air-  convinced  that  we 
have  arrived  at  a crisis  point.  We  will  save  ourselves  by  enacting  a program 
of  market  stabilization,  which  should  even  correct  the  economic  policies  up  to 
the  present.  WE  cannot  close  our  eyes,  we  have  to  stop  playing  with  prices, 
with  privatization.  It  would  be  bad  if  the  new  Prime  Minister  or  the  Government 
will  see  only  one  solution  to  these  problems— by  issuing  money,  and  furthering 
the  theory  of  'money  policies.'  What  is  required  is  that  people  be  placedin 
the  bank  who  will  implerr.ent  the  directives  of  the  Government  without  hesitation, 
Payments  to  businessmen  are  now  limited,  the  last  blow  is  credit.  THese  were 
the  points,  more  or  less,  in  A.  Abisala  's  presentation.  Obviously,  ina  couple 
of  months  there  will  be  elections.  No  sense  in  going  into  them  empty-handed. 

I,  as  the  president  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  as  a human  being,  do 
not  agree  with  such  policies.  I oppose  them  as  much  a I have  the  strength. 

The  Bark  and  the  Government  are  not  arguing  for  personal  ambition.  Ihe 
central  bank  and  the  government  are  in  conflict  in  every  country.  Which  govern- 
ment would  not  like  to  be  popular?  It  is  only  in  totalitarian  countries  that 
the  government  takes  on  itself  the  printing  of  currency.  But  that  is  the 
shortest  path  to  ruining  the  government.  It  is  not  without  reason  that  French 
bankers  compare  the  bank  with  the  courts.  It  is  the  same  with  a rock  that  is 

underfoot.  . . i.  4.i,„ 

Q.  Please  comment  on  Mr.  A.  Abisala  's  statement  that  we  will  go  to  the 

parliamentary  elections  with  Litai  in  our  pockets? 

Continued  next  page.... 
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I am  afraid  that  the  introduction  of  the  Litas  will 
become  a political  tool  in  the  battle  for  parliamentary  elect- 
ions. This  is  a cheap  means  of  elevating  one's  authority,  of 
becoiring  immortal.  The  leadership  of  the  Bank  did  not  and  will 
not  permit  the  introduction  of  the  Litas  so  that  someone  can 
gain  a temporary  political  advantage.  We  will  not  participate 
in  adventures. 

When  will  the  Litas  be  introduced?  We  should  have  done 
it  yesterday.  The  day  before.  It  is  only  necessary  to  clarify 
the  purpose:  is  it  to  have  a normal  national  currency — a 
foundation  for  our  national  growth,  or  is  it  to  enjoy  a politi- 
cal game?  It  is  very  easy  to  make  dirty  laundry.  But  who  will 
hang  it  up? 

The  ex-premier  organized  a Litas  commission.  Defects 
were  looked  for,  so  that  the  bank  could  be  blamed.  It  is  not 
important  who  signed  the  contract.  It  was  not  clarified  why 
the  Litai  specimens  do  not  conform.  For  example,  to  the  Austra- 
lian standard.  It  appears  that  this  question  has  not  been 
answered  in  full.  So  we  will  talk  about  it  some  more. 

How  many  Litai  were  found  to  be  defective?  0.0000012jJ. 

The  commission  report  was  presented  only  to  me,  the 
premier  and  to  the  person  who  performed  the  inspection.  But  on 
the  next  day,  the  report  appeared  in  the  pages  of  Lietuvos 
Rytas. 

On  leaving.  G.  Vagnorius  said  that  he  would  have  introd- 
uced the  Litas  as  of  August  1,  even  though  all  the  preparation 

had  not  been  made.  He  said,  that  the  contracts  were  violated, 
and  that  the  BAnk  is  to  blame,  the  currencies  were  not  printed. 

Finally,  it  was  concocted  that  the  Litai  were  of  a poor  quality. 

All  of  this  had  only  one  purpose — to  clear  the  Government, 
which  not  only  did  not  introduce  a national  currency,  but  also 
did  not  produce  conditions  favorable  for  the  introduction  of 
the  Litas.  The  bank  was  to  become  the  sacrificial  lamb. 

I would  like  to  remind  you  that  the  articles  by  B. 
Vainauskiene  in  Lietuvos  Rytas  were  ordered  by  Prime  Minister 
G.  Vagnorius.  He  presented  the  material.  Both  secret  and 
incorrect.  Thus,  because  of  these  writings,  we  sued  Mrs.  B. 
Vainauskiene  and  the  editors. 

The  Prime  Minister  did  not  remain  in  debt  to  the  editors. 
The  July  16  reform  permitted  the  Lietuvos  Rytas  to  privatize 
the  building  at  12a  Gediminas  Street.  Those  who  served  well 
were  paid. 

We  would  have  resigned,  if  that  would  have  been  required 
for  Lithuania's  benefit.  Mud,  accusations  and  lies  were  slung 
at  us.  There  was  nothing  left  to  do — but  fulfill  our  duties 
conscientiously.  The  deputies  of  the  Supreme  Council  could 
express  their  dissatisfaction.  We  decided  not  to  resign.  If  I 
am  relieved,  I will  leave  with  a clear  conscience. 
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NEWS  ITEMS 

FROM  VARIOUS  SOURCES... 

COIN  WORLD  August  17,  1992  pg.  A6  carried  an 
ariticle  by  Dr.  Valeriy  Khorshev  of  Moscow  that 
AOji  of  salaries  are  paid  in  1992  Lithuania  Talonas 
notes,  and  that  these  notes  were  printed  in  RUSSIA, 
The  article,  entitled,  "Ex-Soviet  States  Issue 
Emergency  Money"  states, 

"Recently,  a cashier  at  a Lithuanian  bank 
controlling  new  notes  discovered  errors  on  at 
least  half  of  the  new  taloons.  A scandal  ensued 
between  the  government  and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
the  bank  not  wanting  to  replace  the  poorly  printed 
taloons." 

[Editor's  Note:  We  wonder  if  he  is  not 
confusing  this  with  the  defective  LITAS  notes?] 

This  aritcle  also  shed  some  light  on  Lithuan- 
ia's COINAGE:  "the  ship  Vanya  Kovalev  delivered  H 
containers  with  a weight  of  20  tons  eachof  coins 
to  Klaipeda  from  Norway  in  October  1991.  The 
containers  were  then  delivered  by  special  trucks 
to  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  in  Vilnius  October  31, 
1991." 


On  July  21,  Lithuania's  Parliament  elected 
Aleksandras  Abisala  as  the  new  Prime  Minister, 
replacing  Gediminas  Vagnorius.  Abisala  hopes  to 
introduce  the  LITAS  into  circulation  before  parlia- 
mentary elections  which  occur  October  25. 


LITHUANIAN  WEEKLY  carried  an  article  entitled, 
"Speaking  About  Krona  with  Litas  in  Mind,"  by 
Rimas  Valys  in  its  June  19-25  issue  Vol  1 No.  20, 
page  1.  Some  excerpts: 

"This  week  a buy-everything-that-you-can 
fever  broke  out  in  Lithuania... 

The  process  of  currency  change  in  Estonia  is 
closely  watched  by  the  Lithuanian  people  who  are 
trying  hard  to  guess  the  date  of  introduction  of 
the  litas  and  its  possible  exchange  rate  against 
the  ruble.  Those  who  have  large  amounts  of  the 
worthless  ruble  have  embarked  ona  shopping  spree, 
wiping  out  shop  counters  clean  of  all  goods. 

However,  the  exact  date  when  the  Litas  will 
be  introduced  is  known  to  only  3 persons:  leaders 
of  the  State,  Government  and  Bank  who  are  on  the 
Litas  committee.  During  his  traditional  SUnday  TV 
speech,  Vytautas  Landsbergis,  one  of  the  three, 
stressed  that  the  main  problem  in  introducing  the 
Litas  lies  in  different  policies  carried  out  by 
the  Government  and  the  Bank  of  Lithuania.  A unani- 
mous approach  towards  national  currency  is  a must 
for  making  radical  changs  in  the  state's  monetary 
system. 

Commenting  on  the  introductionof  the  Krona, 
Landsbergis  noted  that  Estonia  was  setting  Lithuan- 
ia an  example  in  both  the  accomplished  fact  and 
the  process  of  preparation  for  the  monetary  transit- 
ion, especially  in  the  field  of  international 
currency  turnover  where  Estonia  is  very  active." 


TALONAS  NOTES  UPDATE 


As  of  this  writing,  Lithuania  is  still  using 
1992  dated  Talonas  notes  until  the  Litas  is  introd- 
uced. Our  last  issue  described  the  higher  denoniin- 
ations.  Illustrated  here  are  the  10  and  50  Talonas 
notes.  The  10  is  tan  in  color  with  dark  brown  ink 
printing.  The  obverse  shows  some  type  of  berries 
with  branches,  while  the  reverse  shows  a bird  and 
her  chicks.  The  50  Talonas  note  is  green  in  color, 
with  dark  green  printing.  The  obverse  shows  hops 
(used  in  making  beer)  and  branches,  with  two  birds. 
We'll  try  and  get  the  correct  names  of  the  plants 
and  animals  on  these  notes  and  inform  you.  The 
reverse  of  the  100  Talonas  note,  reported  in  last 
issue,  illustrates  two  weasels,  not  sea  lions  as  we 
reported. 

Regarding  the  original  1991-dated  Talonas 
notes,  we  have  learned  more  information  about  them 
which  we  are  passing  along  to  you.  The  designers  of 
the  wild  animals  of  Lithuania  were  a husband  and 
wife  team,  RAymondas  and  Rima  Miknevicius,  who  with 
cameras  and  binoculars  and  pads  of  paper,  roamed 
the  fields  and  forests  of  Lithuania.  That  was  some 
years  back.  Their  artwork  was  selected  by  an  advis- 
ory board  of  artists  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 
Raymondas  Miknevicius  was  on  this  board.  The  beard 
felt  that  wildlife  would  be  mere  difficult  to 
counterfeit. 

Seven  of  the  Micknevicius'  drawings  were 
selected  for  the  notes.  Two  of  the  drawings  by  Rima 
Mikneviciene  had  already  been  published  earlier 
in  the  children's  magazine  GENYS  (The  Woodpecker). 

Rima  Mikneviciene  visited  the  United  States 
this  summer,  and  we  are  featuring  her  picture 
below,  courtesy  of  LNA  member  Charles  Matuzas,  who 
has  some  artist-autographed  notes  for  sale  (see  his 
ad  on  page  8). 


RIHA  MIKNEVICIENE 

Designer  of  1991  Talonas  wildlife  illustrations. 


JANUARY  13  MEDAL 


9. 


The  reverse  side  of  the  medal  has  a 
Vytis  emblem  at  thetop,  an  oak  leaf/branch 
emblem  on  the  bottom,  with  the  word  LIETUVA 
in  the  center.  Over  the  word  LIETUVA  are 
president  Landsbergis'  words  which  trans- 
late, "Here  we  are  and  here  we  stay," 
which  he  stated  during  siege  and  defense 
of  the  Parliament  building. 

The  obverse  side  of  the  medal, 
illustrated  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Knight,  shows  the  angel  of  death  Neris, 
holding  a fallen  defender  with  the  Columns 
of  Gediminas  shield.  Dead  without  sword  as 
they  had  no  weapons. 


Liefuvos  Respublikos 
Aukscldusiosios 
Tarybos  Sekrcforius, 
Ofdlni|  kancleris 


L.  SabuHs 


Viloiui,  t992  m.  ^xx±lAjuO*  men.  3 d. 
Nr. 


At  right:  Reverse  side  of 
January  13  Medal. 


LEFT:  January  13  eedal 
certificate  (reduced  in  size) 


APDOVANOJIMO  SAUSIO  I3-OSIOS  ATMINIMO  MEDALIU 

liudijimas 

Ui  dr^s^  ir  pasiaukojim^  Liefuvos  Respublikal 

P . ^ 

dhc^u-i  

apdovanojamas 


SAUSIO  13-OSIOS  ATMINIMO  MEDALIU 

Sis  medalis  skirlamas  pagerbti 
Liefuvos  bei  uzsienio  valsfybiij  pilieciams, 
kurie  pasiiymejo  ginanf 
Liefuvos  laisv^  ir  nepriklausomyb? 

1991  m.  sausio-rugsejo  menesials. 


As  we  promised  in  the  last  issue, 
here  is  some  more  information  about  Lithua- 
nia's newest  decoration,  the  January  13 
medal.  The  first  300  were  made  in  a dull 
silver  finish,  and  the  next  5,000  in  a 
shiney  silver  finish.  Only  16  were  awarded- 
-lA  posthomously  to  those  killed  by  the 
Soviets,  one  to  President  Landsbergis,  and 
one  to  a Lithuanian  army  Lieutenant  who 
did  most  of  the  overhearing  of  Russian 
tank  communications  the  night  of  the 
attack. 

The  ribbon  colors  consist  of  of  a 
yellow  ribbon  with  two  thin  green  center 
stripes,  with  two  red  & black  Cross  of 
Vytis  stripes  at  the  edges.. 


Pictured  above  is  our  LNA  translator  Aleksandras  Radzius  (LEFT) 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland;  and  Frank  Passic  (RIGHT),  editor  of  The 
Knight,  as  they  met  at  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in 
Chicago  in  early  July.  Radzius'  son  participated  in  the  Lithuanian 
dance  festival,  and  it  was  an  excellent  time  for  Alexandras  and  Frank 
to  meet  each  other. 


Special  thanks  to  our  military  orders 
nd  decorations  expert  Henry  L.  Gaidis  of 
Olney,  Maryland  for  supplying  us  with  the 
illustration,  and  certificate. 
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WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 


FOR  SALE:  Lithuania,  Ukraine,  Latvia, 

Belarus  provisional  banknotes.  Independence 
stampes,  and  stationery.  Free  price  lilsts  on 
request.  Reasonable  prices.  Gintaras  Zihunys, 
P.O.  Box  422,  Vilnius,  LITHUANIA  2004. 

FOR  SALE:  Lithuanian  Republifc's  offifci^l 
provifeibnal  and  supplementary  notes,  the  Talonas. 
Fitst  iissue  of  9 without  the  warning  on  counter- 
feitihg.  Seocnd  itesue  of  10  with  warnihg.  Thitd 
ilssue  of  hi^h  denomihatibns  of  200  and  500 
Talonas.  Can  be  obtaibed  sihgles.  Can  be 
obtaibed  with  desi'gners  autograph  full  set  or 
on  sibgle  notes.  Pribes  on  request:  Charles 
Matuzas,  107-33  117th  St.,  Ribhmond  Hill,  N.Y. 
11419. 

WANTED:  Paper  money  from  Lithuanib, 
Latvib,  and  Estonib.  Payibg  fait  pribes.  Write 
or  call,  Guy  Hamlib,  15  Perkibs  Road,  Belfast, 
Maibe  04915.  (207)  338-4084. 


i 

(pd.  ad) 

LITHUANIAN  MEMORABILIA 

A lifetime  collection  of  Lithuanibn 
items,  from  WWI  to  present  now  available 
for  sale:  Medals,  stibkpihs,  Sihuli'ai  Olym- 
pic banknotes,  Talonas  notes,  coins,  stamps, 
old  receipts  & money  orders,  vekseli'ai, 
postcards,  books,  journals,  newspapers, 
passports,  transit  tickets,  notgeld,  relig-  ^ 
ibus  papers,  old  documents,  and  some  rare 
one-of-a-kibd  items.  I've  prepared  a 
lilstibg.  Please  send  S.A.S.E.  with  three 
stampes  for  the  lists  to: 

Vibtor  Zilaitib 
2018  Heathfi'eld  Citcle 
Sun  City  Center,  Florida  33573 

or  call  (813)  633-3402 

(best  ti'me  mornibg,  or  10-11  pm) 


FOR  SALE:  Book  Monetos  Pasakoja 
(Coins  Tell  a Story),  by  Zenonas  Duksa. 
Vilnius,  1991.  The  popular  history  of  coins.  A 
big  part  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  Lithuanian 
numismatics.  The  author,  a Lithuanian  numis— 
matist/curator,  has  personally  signed  each 
book  for  our  LNA  members.  $19.99. 

Capital  Plastic  (blue)  custom  holders 
for  coins  of  Independent  Lithuania  1925, 
1936,  1938  (for  14  coins).  $25. 

Book  Libtuvos  Pasto  Zenklai',  compiled 
by  V.  Kavaliauskas.  Mintis  Publishers,  Vilnius 
1991.  $45.  Reprint  of  Lithuanian  Philatelic 

Societies  of  N.Y.  and  Toronto,  contains 
complete  catalog  of  Lithuaian  postage  stamps 
1918-1940. 

Book,  Monuments  of  Lithuanibn  Hibtory 
from  the  Collectionof  the  Lithuanian  Museum 
of  History  and  Ethnography.  Mintis  Publishers, 
Vilnius,  1990.  $59.95.  The  best  book  ever  on 
the  subject!  Masterpiece  of  Lithuanian  polygr- 
aphy.  280  color  photos  on  Lithuanian 

archaelogy,  history  and  ethnography.  Balzekas 
Lith.  Museum,  6500  S.  Pulaski,  Chicago  II  60629 


/ 


SAINT  CASiniR  MEDAL 


Pibtured  here  is  the  obverse  side  of  another 
version  of  the  1989  Cathedral  of  Vilnibs  medal 
by  artist  P.  Gibtalas  which  we  featured  ib  the 
November-December  1990  issue  of  The  Knight. 
This  versibn  features  the  bust  of  Lithuanibn 
Patron  Saibt  Casimir  on  the  obverse.  The  one 
we  featured  at  the  time  showed  Lithuanian 
Archbishop  Jurgis  Matulaitis  on  the  obverse. 

On  the  reverse,  the  dates  "1387-1949"  iS 
missing  on  the  reverse  between  the  word  BAZIL- 
IKA.  These  shiny  proof  medals  have  a silver 
appearance,  but  are  struck  in  nickel  or  white 
metal. 

Your  editor  has  one  of  these  for  sale  if 
anyone  is  interested. 


